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found dotted about amongst those of the real Isaiah.
In the year 536 B.C. came the taking of Babylon, and the advent of Cyrus the Persian, the Charlemagne of that early world. He inaugurated the system of government which seems best to have suited the Jewish race. Placed under the shadow of a mighty power the Jews were able to give themselves up to their religious visions. Without its external support they would have been destroyed by other races more fitted for the rough work of the world. Under the Achasmenid protection Israel created nothing, for the capacity of its creative genius was exhausted, but it developed what it had created, with perfect liberty. Ezra and Nehemiah would have been impossible side by side with a king of Jerusalem.
Renan places the anonymous poet whom we usually speak of as the second Isaiah about the year 536 B.C. The real Isaiah, himself a great though a far inferior genius, has obtained the title of the first Hebrew writer and the Eagle of the Prophets, because compositions have been attributed to him of which he never wrote a line. In them begins to appear the phrase, the " Servant of the Lord," the " Servant of Jahveh," taken as the synonym of the devout